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Young Montreal start-up helps
in fight against breast cancer

By Lisa Baum
T Subrrban

Accordng o the latest Canadian
Cancer Society statistics. coe m nine
women acrass the country can expect
to devedogs beeast cancer during ther
liketime. As the agerg popolistion
increases, the namber of cancer ding-
noses & epected to rse, and ane
compary @ South Shoee is creating
inrovative methods of sterilization for
new medical eguipment set to pave
the way for far moere effective trest
ment,

Dumaire Preciskn 5 a five-man
compary operated out of & comveried
part of a private residence i South
Share, They specalize in the refur-
bishment of madicad irstruments —
2 niche Tne of business a0 one which
requires not only an extensive knowl-
adge of ters of thoussexds of peeces
and parts, but also highly specalized
skills. surroundings and equipment
Entering the bouse from wisch the
oompany aperates, you would never
suspect that a highlv specalist instru-
ment refurhishment kb urks in the
huilding, The home has been built by
Harald-Andreas (Hal) Osbeng bocad
entreprenewy  and  president o
Dumaine Precision, It is from here
that the comgany is creating mew
sterilzation techragues S the latest
medical equipment to be making its
Montread debaut laer in the year,

Incorporsted in 2010, the Durmnaine
Precision team is sanctioned by
Heaith Canada to carry out this high-
v detaded work and his benefited
from the expest onftsmamshep of
Fridéne Dumaine, the Ste. Theérise
bam Chief Operabes Officer of the
compary. They hawve already been able
10 sae Montreal hospitals masmy hum-
dreds of thousands of dolars In new
instrument hills, and the comgany
hixs built up 2 workl-class team and an
erndable dient bst including many of
the mugoe hospitals n Monbreal. As
Oshergt explains 1 have often called
Frodéne the Michaed Jacksan of sur-
gical  instruments’.

Frederic Dumaine, Chief Operations Oficer

his fickd and his creativity as well
his exceptionsd woek sets him fwr
apart from any compebitars” The
company already deads with sevwerad
thousands of instruments every Wi,
winch are delnvered. to ther home
hased obs cach week from hospitads
around the provinee. The vepair shop
winch ves ance a bost -buslding work
shop, & camplete with state of the ant
mocroscopes, soldering equipment
and spare parts, A striiong contrast to
the huxury, which surrounds it
Extensions to their capacity, includ-
ing training mare stalf and buslding
additonal hitech Grilities necessary
for repairs to endosooges equipment,
demonsirades the comguany’s conli
dence in market share @owth and
their plasss to deliver an huge espan-
siom (nver the commg years

Their latest prokct has been to
work collsboratively with the MUHC
1o oreate & sadulion Lo a sterilization
problem presented by the latest
equipment eing usad in the treast-
ment of ome of Canada’s beggest
health threats. Patented by the
Cerman company, Zeiss, the newest
technokogy in the gt xZainst breast
cancer is Glled "Intrabeam Radiastion
Techmology”. The Intrabeam. which
héss been used Sor the past three years
in the Princess Margaret Cancer
Certre in Toronto, wif be usad in
{uebec for the first time later n the
vear, The device provides intra-opera
tive rackation therapy, meardang that

radiotherapy treatment can begin in
the patient &5 soon as the tumour s
rerminved. with extreme localty peeci
skm, Early sthadies hawe suggestod
that wse of this technology has cul
dorams recurrenke of cancer by 5 per
cent

Dumaine Precision has been work-
ing chusely with the MUHC, abead of
the first operational vse of this cutting
adge technodogy in Moatreal. By cre-
ating new equipment for the steriliza
tion process, the company has been
able to safely estend the sher life of
Intrabesrn  instruments,  therehy
opening up this type of therapy to 3
greater number of women In the
future. “The Intrab&an msbruments
come in a range of saes,” Frédénc
Dumaine explained. dressed n a lab
oxt in the converted wurksbxn. He
added “The Intrabeams are stored ina
large box which is the same bog used
for stenbizataon, and & soon as thal
e i opened every instrument which
it contains becames contaminited
a0y not safe foe use, With current peo-
cechures, it woulkd be nevessary for the
sterilzation team to sterilize all of the
instruments together m one hatch
each bime a singde instrument s tsed
Since there s a kel determined
maximum number of limes Lthe
equpenentt can be used andd sterilined
this woakl lead 10 a quick deteriara-
tioer and reguirenent S new, expen-




